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the Moghul command, They substituted for the young
princes two boys of the same age and left them at Pelhi.
The real princes with their mothers, disguised in men's
clothes, they took to Rajputana and appealed for protection
to the honour of Mewar. The Rana of Udaipur had given
a reluctant submission to the emperor Jahangir. His
successor welcomed gladly a pretext to throw off the yoke
of the hated Moghul; and receiving the princes with all
honour he gave to the eldest, Ajit Sing, the hand of his
daughter, The emperor sent his son, Prince Azam Shah,
to invade Rajputana and followed later with his son Akbar.
The Rajputs shewed equal skill in battle and intrigue.
They destroyed several Moghul battalions in the Aravali
passes and seduced prince Akbar, Aurangzib's fourth and
favourite son, by promising to place on his head the crown
of Delhi. The plot was foiled by the skill and cunning of
the emperor, who contrived that a letter written by him
to prince Akbar should fall into the hands of his Rajput
allies. In it Aurangzib thanked the prince for having won
over the Rajputs and directed him to crown his services
by bringing them to a spot where they could bo mown down
by the cannon of both armies! *

The Rajput chief believed the lying letter and deserted
the prince. Akbar, fleeing to the south with four hundred
followers, made his way to Paligad, twenty-five miles from
Raygad (May 28th 1681). There he appealed for ho-Jp and
friendship to the Maratha king.f Sambhaji welcomed the
royal exile and announced that he would himself seat him
on the imperial throne. He gave him a residence near
Dhodsa and called it Padshapur. The honours that he
paid hiin were remarkable. He sent his chief officers with
a thousand gold mohurs, by way of homage, and publicly
declared that he would always stand in the new emperor's
presence. Encouraged by their king, the whole countryside
did the exile reverence and by August 1680 Akbar had itt

* Khali Khan,

t Bee Appendix for Aklar'a letter to Sambhaji.